r36                         STUARTS BRIGADE.

is a brave and gallant gentleman, and deserves well Of his
country. Lieutenant-Colonel Walcutt, of the Ohio Forty-
sixth, was severely wounded on Sunday, and has been
disabled ever since. "My Second Brigade, Colonel
Stuart, was detached near two miles from my headquarters.
He had to fight his own battle on Sunday against superior
numbers, as the enemy interposed between him and
General Prentiss early in the day. Colonel Stuart was
wounded severely, and yet reported for duty on Monday
morning, but was compelled to leave during the day, when
the Command devolved on Colonel T. Kilby Smith, who
was always in the thickest of the fight," and led the brigade
hanHsomely. I have not yet received Colonel Stuart's
report of the operations of his brigade during the time he
was detached, and must therefore forbear to mention
names. Lieutenant-Colonel Kyle, of the Seventy-first, was
mortally wounded on Sunday, but the regiment itself I
did not see, as only a small fragment of it was with the
brigade when it joined the division on Monday morning.
"Several times during the battle cartridges gave out,
but General Grant had thoughtfully kept a supply coming
from the rear. When I appealed to regiments to stand
fast although out of cartridges, I did so because to retire a
regiment for any cause has a bad effect on others. I
commend the Fortieth Illinois and Thirteenth Missouri
for thus holding their ground under heavy fire, although
their cartridge-boxes were empty. Great credit is due the
fragments of men of the disordered regiments who kept in
the advance. I observed and noticed them, but until the
Brigadiers and Colonels make their reports, I cannot
venture to name individuals, but will in due season notice
all who kept in our front, as well as those who preferred
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